
  
 

Political 
Outlook 

 

RESULTS FROM GENFORWARD  -- A NATIONALLY REPRESENTATIVE SURVEY OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
AGE 18-30 TAKEN FEB. 16 - MARCH 6 BY THE BLACK YOUTH PROJECT WITH THE AP-NORC CENTER

 About 2 in 3 young adults in each racial and ethnic group 
believe the country is off on the wrong track  

● Sixty-eight percent of African Americans, 68 percent of 
Asian Americans, 64 percent of Latino/as, and 61 percent of 
whites say the country is off on the wrong track 

● The percent of young adults who say the country is off on 
the wrong track rose from 52 percent in December to 63 
percent in February 

 

 A majority of young adults of each racial and ethnic group 
report participating in politics since the election 

Many young adults have been politically active since the 
election   
% who have participated in at least one political activity…

 

Question: People have reacted to the Trump presidency in a 
number of ways. Since Donald Trump became president, please tell 
us whether you have done any of the following: [Protest, rally or 
demonstrate] [Donate money] [Contact a public official to express 
your opinion] [Sign petition] [Share information online about the 
Trump presidency] [Express opinion about Trump presidency 
online] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Young adults’ beliefs about the three most important 
problems facing the country vary by race and ethnicity, 
but education is a key problem for all groups 

● African Americans are most likely to say the key problems 
are racism (43 percent), health care (25 percent), and 
education (22 percent) 

● Asian Americans are most likely to say the key problems 
are health care (30 percent), immigration (30 percent), 
racism (26 percent), and education (26 percent) 

● Latino/as are most likely to say immigration (46 percent), 
racism (34 percent), and education  (25 percent) are key 
problems  

● Whites are most likely to say the key problems are health 
care (29 percent), environment and climate change (26 
percent), and education  (25 percent) 
 

 Health care and immigration, two priorities for the Trump 
administration, are key issues for many Millennials  

● There is growing concern among young adults about 
immigration as those who identify it as one of the most 
important problems has risen from 14 percent in October to 
27 percent in February  

Many young adults view health care and immigration as 
important problems facing the country 
% who cite as one of the three most important problems …

 

Question: What do you think are the three most important problems 
facing this country today? 
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Results are from GenForward, a survey of the Black Youth Project at the University of Chicago with The AP-NORC Center, with a nationally representative sample of 1,833 adults 18-30 
years old. Interviews were completed online and using landlines and cellphones from February 16-March 6, 2017. Results have a margin of sampling error of +/- 4.0 percentage points. 
A full report by the Black Youth Project is available at www.GenForwardSurvey.com. The proper description of the survey’s authorship is as follows: GenForward is a survey of the 
Black Youth Project at the University of Chicago with The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. 
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