
  
 

Race, Police, and 
Black Lives Matter  

RESULTS FROM A NATIONALLY REPRESENTATIVE SURVEY OF YOUNG PEOPLE AGE 18-30 
TAKEN AUGUST 1-14…

 Although whites and African Americans report being 
stopped by the police at similar rates, African Americans 
are more likely to report being arrested or harassed  

● Twenty-four percent of African Americans report being 
harassed by police compared with 16 percent of Latino/as, 8 
percent of whites, and 4 percent of Asian Americans 

Young people’s experiences with the police vary by race and 
ethnicity 
% who have been… 

 

Question wordings available at GenForwardSurvey.com  

 

 African Americans are less likely than other young adults 
to trust the police to do what is right and to believe police 
in their neighborhood are there to protect them 

● Only 1 in 4 African Americans say they often trust the police 
to do what is right compared with half of Latino/as and 
Asian Americans and nearly 3 in 4 whites 

● Less than half of African Americans (48 percent) believe 
police in their neighborhood are there to protect them 
compared with 66 percent of Latino/as, 74 percent of Asian 
Americans, and 80 percent of whites 

 
 Majorities of young people across racial and ethnic groups 

believe the police do not treat all groups equally 
● Ninety percent of African Americans, 84 percent of 

Latino/as, 81 percent of Asian Americans, and 63 percent of 
whites believe the police do not treat all groups equally  

● Young adults in each racial and ethnic group are more likely 
than everyone else to believe police mistreat their group  

 

 Majorities of young people of all races and ethnicities 
support Black Lives Matter, but there are racial and 
ethnic differences in opinions about whether the 
movement’s rhetoric encourages violence against police 

● Whites are three times more likely than African Americans 
to report the Black Lives Matter rhetoric encourages 
violence against police (66 percent vs. 19 percent) 

Most young adults support Black Lives Matter, but two-thirds 
of whites think the movement’s rhetoric encourages violence 
against police  
% who…

 

Question wordings available at GenForwardSurvey.com    

 
 Whites are less likely than other young adults to think the 

killing of black Americans by the police is part of a larger 
pattern or a very serious problem 

● Whites (43 percent) are less likely to say the killing of black 
people by the police is a very serious problem than African 
Americans (91 percent), Latino/as (71 percent), and Asian 
Americans (63 percent) 

● Four in 10 whites think the killing of black Americans by the 
police is part of a larger pattern in the police’s treatment of 
black Americans compared with majorities of African 
Americans (72 percent), Asian Americans (61 percent), and 
Latino/as (51 percent) 

● About 3 in 5 young people in all racial and ethnic groups 
report violence against the police is a very serious problem 
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Data come from GenForward, a survey of the Black Youth Project at the University of Chicago with The AP-NORC Center, with a nationally representative sample of 1,958 adults 18-30 
years old. Interviews were completed online and using landlines and cellphones from August 1-14, 2016. Results have a margin of sampling error of +/- 3.9 percentage points. A full 
report by the Black Youth Project is available at www.GenForwardSurvey.com. The proper description of the survey’s authorship is as follows: GenForward is a survey of the Black 
Youth Project at the University of Chicago with The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. 
 August 2016 
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